76                                                BURMA
the European traders in Syriam and offered Jonathan Smart,
the English Resident, the post of Shabunder, or Controller of
the Port. But the Madras Council sternly commanded him to
maintain strict neutrality, and sent him a small guard of sepoys
for the better security of the factory.
In 1743 the situation suddenly changed. The Burmese
raided into the heart of the Mon country and seized Syriam.
In the course of a three-days' sack they burnt the Portuguese,
Armenian and French churches there, and destroyed all the
warehouses of foreign merchants except the English factory,
which was apparently saved by its handful of sepoys. The Mons,
however, counter-attacked just when the Burmese, demoralized
by plunder, were too drunk to resist, and recovered the town.
Smart's attempt at neutrality was interpreted as a sign of
sympathy with the Burmese. He was compelled to surrender,
and the factory was burnt to the ground. He and his company,
however, were allowed to leave for Madras without further
molestation.
In the same year an Italian Barnabife priest, Father Gallizia,
who had received papal consecration as first Bishop of Burma,
arrived at Syriam en route for Ava with a small band of assistant
clergy. Finding it impossible to travel up to the capital, he made
his way to Pegu, where he was well received. Some time later
six ships belonging to the Ostend Company arrived in Syriam
harbour. The Company's factors had been expelled from
Bankibazar in Bengal and had come in the expectation of
obtaining permission to establish trade with Burma. Gallizia
was requested by the Governor of Syriam to ascertain their
intentions. He prevailed upon their leader, de Schonamille, to
go with him to lay his case before the Mon king at Pegu. De
Schonamille took with him a considerable escort, thereby
rousing Mon suspicions to such a pitch that a plot was formed
to massacre the whole party. Becoming aware of what was
afoot, Gallizia warned de Schonamille, who made a desperate
effort to escape. But he and all his suite, together with the
bishop and two priests, were surrounded and butchered almost
to a man. The ships with four survivors of the massacre man-
aged to make good their escape from Syriam.
Smim Htaw Buddhaketi proved an ineffectual king: he